Message from BEP Training Officer, Bill Shirah

April 27, 2011

I want to try and clear up any confusion some may have with the new law SB 602 Food Handler Card. 
Facts,

 Goes into effect July 1  

Current employees need to have their Food Handler card by July 1.

Employees hired after June 1 will have 30 days to get a food handler card.

The card is good for three years
Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego counties will not be affected by this new law.
Vending is exempt from this law

Federal buildings that do a food handler certification already are exempt.
Two methods of certifying your current employees

1) On location training. This is done by purchasing the Food Handler Guide with exam and answer sheet. $15.00 each, pack of 10 $150.00 Here is a link

 ServSafe California Food Handler Guide and Exam   

For in service training you are to provide the material and pay for the employee’s time. This course will need to be given by a register Food Handler instructor.
If you are current with your ServSafe Certification you can register to become a Food Handler Instructor, go to this link and fill out the application.

http://www.servsafe.com/starters/FHApplication/default.aspx
2) The second method is the online training and testing. This you do not have to pay for. The new employee can log into the ServSafe website, and register. They will be given a key code to log in with. They will do the training online and then take the test. They can take the test until they pass it. The online course is good for sixty days from when they started.  
They then print out the certificate; you keep a copy on file.

For current employees you can purchase the online course if you wish to and give each employee a registration document with key code. 
Some form of compensation may be required for this one hour of home study.  You are not required to have a proctor for the on line test. Here is the link for online testing. $15.00 each.
ServSafe California Food Handler Online Training and Assessment  
I hope this will help with this new journey, call me for any clarification.

Other good links for you to review.
http://www.foodhandlerusa.com/faq/ca/employer/
http://www.foodhandlerusa.com/faq/
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