California Vendors Policy Committee

Notes from October 27, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting

The October 27, 2011 Executive Committee teleconference meeting convened at 3:00pm. The meeting did not always follow the order of the agenda with participants selecting those items that were the most urgent.
Participants were:

Roy Harmon, Chair



 

1820 Peacock Drive, Suite D



Oceanside, CA 92058


Tom Linker, Vice Chair

5 Lilac St. 
Monterey, CA 93940.
Andy Brown, Secretary Treasurer

 

23500 Kasson Road





Tracy, CA 95376

Deb Meyer, BEP Program Manager

721 Capitol Mall 5th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Charles “Buzz” Nunn, Acting Executive Secretary

721 Capitol Mall 6th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Guests

Ron Long
Joe Murphy
Naresh Balani
Reece Griffith
Sandy Balani
CVPC Bylaws

The Chair noted that Vice Chair Tom Linker has missed two meetings and according to CVPC by laws, his delegate seat is vacated. The Vice Chair objected to these comments and noted that he had, on both occasions, advised the Chair that he could not attend well in advance of the meeting. He also advised the Chair that he had been unsuccessful in getting any other vendors from his district to act as an alternate. He also stated that the meeting dates had been changed to a time where he had already notified the Chair that he would be back East at a family reunion. The Chair responded that the meeting date was changed due to several circumstances, including the current travel restrictions of the State.
The Vice Chair also complained that about the timing of this action since the Chair has moved into District 1 and will be running against the Vice Chair in the up coming election. 

The Secretary Treasurer agreed with the Chair's position although he noted that with such little time remaining in the terms of the delegates, it might not serve any purpose. 

Guest vendor Joe Murphy, from District 1, asked for permission to comment. He stated that the intent of the by laws needs to be considered and that this by law was to address situations where a delegate was flagrantly ignoring his or her responsibilities in representing their district and that the circumstances did not justify this action against the Vice Chair. 
The Secretary Treasurer stated that the Executive Committee meeting was not the proper forum for this discussion so it was terminated.   
Weekly Updates

· Elections

All ballots went out on Wednesday, October 26th by FedEx except for two where vendors requested Braille copies.  
· BEP Budget

No update.
· New Primary/Interim Facilities

NAF Navy Air Station El Centro

The Program Manager informed the committee that she had just gotten a letter from the Navy, cancelling the solicitation. Apparently, the current contract is being extended. The Secretary Treasurer asked how they could do this after prospective bidders went to considerable effort and expense to respond to the request. The Program  Manager described her experience with the military and noted that the military can pursue this as they see fit. She also noted other situations where the federal agencies have violated the Randolph Sheppard Act in not notifying the SLA of an upcoming contract. 
EPA, San  Francisco (Interim)
Two vendors complained they did not receive the notice. It will be resend.  

· Cal Trans Utilities for Roadside Rests

The Department has assured the road side vendors that there will be no shut down of electricity at roadside rests on November 1st, as threatened by Cal Trans. The committee was also advised that Cal Trans will not be installing an awning at Buttonwillow to protect vending products until the interagency agreement (IA) between DOR and Cal Trans is signed.  Joe Murphy stated that he has tried unsuccessfully to contact the Cal Trans Director. The Program Manager has said DOR has proposed $23 per vending machine per month. Cal Trans had demanded $47.33 per month per piece of equipment. (Refrigerators, air conditioners, vending machines, etc). Some Cal Trans staff continue to inform vendors that the shut down date is still in effect. 
· Health Care Benefits and Workers Compensation

There are no updates. The increases continue to be 14% for HMOs and 23% for PPOs. CVPC is looking at alternatives on how these increases can be funded other than charging vendors.  
· Vendors Issues

The Chair noted that a vendor has asked about training of BEP staff for conducting their duties in working with visually impaired vendors. The Program Manager said there is no specific DOR training for new staff but she is including this in their future training plans for all BEP staff, including BECs and managers.
· Planned Vendor Audits

BEP has advised the Committee of three upcoming vendor audits, all located in the Central Valley of California. These audits will be conducted within the next 30-60 days. 

The Vice Chair asked about the results of the prior audits. The Program Manager indicated the recommendations of the auditors included corrective actions and reconstruction of MORs by vendors. She also said the audits contained some recommendations for actions by BEP. She provided the web page information where the audit results were posted. It is:

http://www.transparency.ca.gov/Department.aspx?DepartmentId=294
· Next CVPC Meeting
Chair suggested, given the travel limitations imposed by the DOR, that the last meeting for this CVPC be conducted by teleconference for November 30th. The Vice Chair did not agree and stated that the law requires a face to face meeting by delegates.  The Committee agreed that the meeting will be in the DOR Building on November 30th at 10:00am.    

· Addresses of Executive Committee Participants

The Acting Executive Secretary advised the committee that the Bagley Keene Act requires the minutes to include the addresses of where the members are located as they participate in the meeting. Given the often transitional nature of the Executive Committee during this time, the business addresses of the participants have been routinely included, in part, because the information get posted on the internet and the Acting Executive Secretary did not believe that members would want their home addresses posted where it would be available to anyone who chose to access the web page. 

The Vice Chair has objected to this practice and has asked that his home address be included as he thought it could confuse vendors.  This change has been made. Other members were asked if they wanted to change their information. The other participants indicated that they preferred their business addresses. 

· Schedule of CVPC Meetings

The November 3rd Executive Committee meeting has been cancelled.

November

November 2nd and 16th
Prison Focus Group


5:00pm

November 10, 17th 
`
Executive Committee


3:00pm

November 9th


Roadside Rest Focus Group

5:00pm

November 15th


Cafeteria Focus Group


5:00pm

Respectfully submitted,

Charles “Buzz” Nunn

Acting Executive Secretary

October 28, 2011
