California Vendors Policy Committee

Notes from March 3, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee meeting on March 3, 2011 commenced at 3:00pm. Chair Roy Harmon, Vice Chair Tom Linker and Secretary Treasurer Andy Brown represented CVPC. Program Manager Deb Meyer represented the DOR BEP. 
Weekly Updates:

· BEP Budget
Nothing new. Updated financial reports will be presented to the delegates at the March 9-10th CVPC meeting. 
· New Primary/Interim Facilities 
The Program Manager reported that she expected the San Ysidro Port of Entry to be the next new facility to open. It will include a snack bar. She will confirm if that is to be opened to the public, but it may be limited to staff. A proposal to fund the new facility at Salinas-Soledad Prisons with stimulus money has been developed. The Program Manager also indicated that the San Diego Police Station will be offered as a primary location. 
· Location Closures
Nothing new to report. 
Other Items:

· Status of Secretary-Treasurer with New Location
The District 3 CVPC delegate has not resigned; however, he is moving to a location in another district so that will be an issue that CVPC must address shortly. A new delegate must be appointed and a new Secretary-Treasurer designated. 

· Surface Transportation Act (Roadside Rest Area) Follow Up
The CVPC Chair, and other vendors on the national scene,  met with Senator Boxer and several other congressional representatives including Duncan Hunter and Loretta Sanchez, etc. over the reauthorization of  the Surface Transportation Act during this past week The Act has to be reopened due to some critical issues on road maintenance and construction with federal funding . 
The present Surface Transportation Act includes the Kennally Act priority for the blind vending at roadside rest areas, but when the new reauthorization opens up, there are concerns regarding commercialization of the roadside rest areas, as an effort to save taxpayer funding for rest area maintenance.   The elected officials were advised of the effects that commercialization would have on Randolph Sheppard vendors. Over 700 vendors plus their employees would become unemployed, and the current work done at the rest stops by Ability One would also be impacted. There is still time to write elected officials on this matter but it should be done without delay.   
· Payment of CVPC Delegates Committee Travel Expense Claims

The Vice Chair raised his concern over the DOR's decision not to reimburse him for his trip to Sacramento to represent vendors on the USPS grievance hearing. He has forwarded information to the Program Manager presenting citations that he believes justifies this reimbursement.  The Program Manager stated that she was advised that the Grievance Sub Committee does not file grievances, vendors do, and when vendors attend grievance hearings, they are not reimbursed for travel expenses. 
The Vice Chair pointed out that the Executive Committee had been charged with filing and participating in the hearing by a motion from the full CVPC. The Program Manager said she would follow up with the DOR on this issue and present the information received from the Vice Chair.   
· Follow up on DOE Locations (Lawrence Livermore)

The vendor's attorney will tracking the DOR compliance with the Lawrence Livermore settlement agreement. 
· Liability and Workers Comp Interest/Penalty Charges
There have been some inquiries about Liability and Workers Comp interest/penalty charges on the MORs.  The Program Manager indicated DOR has been checking into this subject and will be responding soon.  Apparently, Since 1989, DOR has assessed penalties on all late payments, including liability and workers comp, as it is believed the regulations do not specify anything other than the word “payment”, and someone took that to mean liability and workers comp as well. 
The Program Manager will follow up to determine exactly where the penalties are deposited and how they are used, as late charges and penalties for liability and workers comp should be held separately from the set aside fund.  

· Specific Vendor Issues
A meeting on the Sacramento Department of Developmental Services location to determine if the location should be remodel has not yet occurred.  
· Edwards AFB
The Vice Chair said he had heard that the solicitation for this Air Force base was on hold. 
· San Diego Submarine Base Contract
DOR has sent a protest letter to the base. There has been no response.
· Fort Irwin
BEP has sent a request for redirect negotiations with Fort Irwin for a new agreement. 
· Marine Contract
It has been learned that current West Coast Marine contract with SODEXO will be extended for another three months. No one is sure what has caused it. DOR has not filed for arbitration. 

Respectfully submitted,
Charles “Buzz” Nunn

Acting Executive Secretary

March 4, 2011
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