California Vendors Policy Committee

Notes from February 24, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee meeting on February 24, 2011 commenced at 3:00pm. Chair Roy Harmon, Vice Chair Tom Linker and Secretary Treasurer Andy Brown represented CVPC. Program Manager Deb Meyer represented the DOR BEP. 
The meeting did not always follow the order of the agenda with participants selecting those that were the most urgent.
· BEP Budget
There were no updates on this item.  
· New Primary/Interim Facilities 
No new interim facilities to report. The Wesley Roadside Rest will be made available as a primary facility soon as the previous vendor has accepted a new location.  
· Location Closures
Roy Harmon reported that Cal Trans was meeting today to consider closing his site by April 1st to save money for the  remodeling.  The Program Manager’s office checked with its Cal Trans source, who stated  it will be closed for emergency paving for one or two days.  Cal Trans advised the BEP office that there may be periodic closings during the remodeling construction, but this rest area would not be allowed to shut down for the entire construction.    
Redlands Post Office and San Bernardino Courts are currently interims.  However, circumstances have led BEP to announce these will become available for a new interim vendor to assume operations. An announcement will be made shortly.  

Other Items:

· Surface Transportation Act 
The Chair has emailed a summary of the meetings in Fresno and Los Angeles regarding this  proposed federal legislation. Vendors Andy Brown and Gary Crocker attended Fresno “listening session”. Roy Harmon and CVPC delegate Max Duarte attended the LA combined congressional hearing..  Roadside Rests were not discussed specifically due to time and public testimony constraints, but the proposed  legislation will consider commercialization of the road side rests and will jeopardize the R-S- vendors. It was learned that the blind vendors at roadside rests were discussed at the Chicago meeting. 
This is major legislation that will address road improvements and high speed rail. PP3 monies were discussed, which are private funds that could be used in the commercialization of the roadside rests. There is a concerted list of organizations that oppose this proposal. The Chair stated that he has a meeting with Senator Boxer's office next week and is also trying to see Congressmen Mica and Hunter, who are key  Transportation Committee members. 
The Chair noted that he and four other Randolph-Sheppard Vendors will also be making a presentation to the  Presidential appointed Committee for Purchase for Blind and Disabled,  who are not presently familiar with the Randolph-Sheppard DOD priority  but have been working directly with  Ability One organizations on all federal contracts   Some of the Committee Members recently attended the Sagebrush Conference in an effort to understand the Randolph-Sheppard Act and its priority for blind managers.  It is hoped these initial efforts to expand knowledge about Randolph-Sheppard will greatly enhance the scope of R-S priority on award of all federal contracts.
· Re-Districting for 2011 Election

Some proposals have been developed for the Chair to consider. This will be an item on the agenda for the full CVPC meeting in March, as the CVPC will need to determine the re-dristricting prior to the June meeting.   
· March 9-10 CVPC Meeting

Three motions were discussed by the Executive Committee that addressed the proposed financial reports developed by BEP with the active participation of Willie Shoemaker (Fiscal Subcommittee Chair) and Harry Begian (CVPC Active Participation Coordinator).    
· Liability and Workers Comp Interest/Penalty Charges
 Nothing new on this issue. The Program Manager stated she would follow up on this to ensure the Department  will respond.  
· Specific Vendor Issues
There are no recent updates on the location at the Sacramento DDS  Building.  
· Edwards AFB  
Nothing on this item. The Air Force has not responded to BEP's inquiry on the award process. The Vice Chair said he heard that the location may go back out for bid. 
· Marine Corp Awards

Superior Services, Inc. (SSI)  was awarded the Marine contract for the West Coast.  They were also participating simultaneously as the teaming partner for BEP. SODEXO was awarded the contract for the East Coast. The Chair asked if DOR is going to file a protest on the West Coast award on behalf of the six BEP vendors. The Program Manager could not respond to that question at this time. 
· Fort Irwin Contract

The Program Manager indicated that the new contract solicitation added the Randolph Sheppard priority to the pre solicitation and she is hopeful that this will ensure that it remains a BEP facility. 

· Status of DOE facilities 
A settlement has been issued between the DOR and the vendor who had filed a grievance on this Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory location. The settlement sets out specific follow up acts that DOR must comply with in pursuing this location.  This will be reviewed at CVPC for the full committee.. 
Respectfully submitted,
Charles “Buzz” Nunn

Acting Executive Secretary

February 25, 2011
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